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Geographical Literature and Maps 699 

"have been relegated to the limbo of forgotten things." The use of maps 
and diagrams is urged and the candidates are warned to be concise and avoid 
any endeavor to use smooth English. 

The questions cover almost every conceivable topic in the commercial, 
physical and political geography of the world, and vary from mere memory 
tests of products and names, to questions calling for much thought and broad 
comparisons. Many of the questions call for an itemized knowledge that must 
be as embarrassing to the examiner as to the student — for instance, "Discuss 
the importance of Libreville, Luluaburg, Stanleyville, Nyangwe, and Leo- 
poldville." Many of the questions are very suggestive to any teacher, but 
the purpose of the volume as a whole is so foreign to American needs that it 
offers little of service in our country. Richard E. Dodge. 

A Commerial Geography of the World. By Frederick Mort. viii 
and 392 pp. Maps, index. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh, 1913 (?) 2s. 6d. 

7% x 5. 

A brief readable volume along modern lines. The introductory summary 
of the geographical facts underlying commerce is too concise to be clear, but 
does include some note of economical as well as physical principles. The 
commodities entering into commerce are treated under the head of mineral, 
animal and vegetable products. Though the paragraphs devoted to any one 
product are brief, the choice of material is good, and it is well presented. 
The larger part of the volume is devoted to regional commercial geography. 
Here the treatment is more satisfactory because the causal relations are 
better brought out. Diagrams and usable black-and-white maps add to the 
attractiveness of the volume. Kichard E. Dodge. 

Preliminary Geography. By E. G. Hodgkison. xvi and 225 pp. Maps, 
index. University Tutorial Press, London, 1913. Is. 6d. 7x5. 

A Comparative Geography of the Six Continents. By E. W. Hea- 
ton. 219 pp. Maps, ills. Balph, Holland & Co., London, 1913. Is. 9d. 

7%x5. 

An Elementary Historical Geography of the British Isles. By 

M. S. Elliott, x and 172 pp. Maps, ills., index. A. & C. Black, Lon- 
don, 1913. Is. 6d. 7x5. 

The Atlas Geographies. Preparatory: British Isles. By T. Franklin 
and E. D. Griffiths. 33 pp. Maps. Europe. 64 pp. Maps. 6d. each. 

Visual Geography. A Practical Pictorial Method of Teaching Intro- 
ductory Geography. By Agnes Nightingale. Book 2: Continents and 
Countries. 48 pp. Maps. A. & C. Black, London, 1913. 8d. 9x7. 

New Era School Atlas. 40 map plates. 6d. 

The Scholars Geographical Exercise Book. The British Empire. 
16 plates. 2d. W. & A. K. Johnston, Ltd., Edinburgh, 1913. 9% x 7%. 
y 2 d. each. 

Taken as a whole, three of these eight small books may be said to con- 
tribute something substantial to the field of school geography. Our English 
friends are turning out little books in geography rapidly, but many of them 
are simply brief compilations, and the general level of school geography is not 
advanced by their publication. Frequently the author says that his book 
covers sufficient ground to meet this or that examination. It is a principle, 
with few exceptions, that a book written chiefly to fit pupils for some examina- 
tion has few other merits. 

Mr. Hodgkison 's "Preliminary Geography" attempts to cover the entire 
world in 200 small pages. Outside of the chapters dealing with the British 
Empire, a pupil might almost as well have no geography at all as to have 
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this dry recital of the barest facts, by no means accurate. See for example 
the absurd railroad map of the United States with the Central and Union 
Pacific Eailroad reaching to Washington, Philadelphia, and New York. "We 
are also told that Pittsburgh is connected with Lake Erie by a canal. 

Eeaton's " Comparative Geography of the Six Continents," announces in 
the preface that it covers World Geography on the scale required for the 
Junior Local Examinations. The author attempts a causal treatment but 
seems to feel that he must not make a book that can not be carried in the 
inside coat pocket and so squeezes all the life out of it and gives us another 
catalogue of facts, dry, vague, and deadly to any growth of interest in 
geography. 

Elliott's "Elementary Historical Geography of the British Isles" has 
merit. It does not attempt the impossible; in its 160 pages, it can give and 
does give enough concrete details to awaken interest. If there is a place for 
such a book in English schools, this little volume will give English school 
children some ideas that will stick. 

' ' The Atlas Geographies ' ' have the merit of good physical maps, and 
of map exercises which form an integral part of the books. Too many 
places, rivers, etc., are mentioned so that the really important ones may be 
lost in the multitude. The colored maps are all physical. The only political 
map of Europe in the book on Europe, is a half -page black and white map. 
To most persons, the political divisions of Europe are matters of primary 
interest. On the whole, the Atlas Geographies seem to an American much 
better than the coat-pocket type of book. 

Miss Nightingale's "Visual Geography" is an odd little exercise book 
for beginners. Its exercises are of the kindergarten busy-work kind, but 
they are sure to interest little people and to attract them to the study of geog- 
raphy. 

"The New Era School Atlas," containing 40 good maps both physical 
and political, and selling for six pence, is a credit to W. & A. K. Johnston. 
The physical maps are pleasing in appearance and effective. They reflect 
German influence. 

"The Scholar's Geographical Exercise Book" consists of 16 good outline 
maps, bound in strong manila covers and selling for the small price of 2 pence. 

B. H. Whitbeck. 

GENEBAL 

Islam, Mission, Politik. Von Martin Hartmann. xvii and 162 pp. O. 

Wigand, Leipzig, 1912. Mk. 3.60. 8 x 5%. 

This slight volume is a most energetic discussion of a theme which is 
engaging the attention of many cultural pioneers. The missionaries of the 
Christain faith find themselves in rivalry for the amelioration of many races 
of the primitive types of humanity. Administrators of provinces and pro- 
tectorates have to deal with the same situation. This is all due to the fact 
that the faith of Mohammed proves almost immediately acceptable to society 
of the rudest type and to that extent excites an upward step. Clerical con- 
ferences have recently been seriously engaged with the problem which Islam 
presents and plan a vigorous effort to bring the followers of the Prophet 
back to the fold. Hartmann has been charged with considering the theme 
from a line of approach that is too radical. He argues wholly along the line 
of cultural development and of uplift in the plane of living. It is an able 
presentation of that secular aspect of the case and will add to the equipment 
which must be ours before we can deal intelligently with the problem involved. 

William Churchill. 

Der Tropenartz. Ausfiihrlicher Batgeber fur Europaer in den Tropen 
sowie fur Besitzer von Plantagen und Handelshausern, Kolonial-Behorden 
und Missions- Verwaltungen. Von Dr. med. Fr. Hey. 2. vollig umgear- 
beitete Auflage. xii and 435 pp. Index. Hinstorff 'sche Verlagsbuch- 
handlung, Wismar, 1912. Mk. 7. 
The researches of Koch, of the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine, of 



